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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH MINISTER OF FINANCE MWAI KIBAKI 

1 . I HAVE JUST RETURNED FROM A SIGNING CEREMONY OF THE 
NEW AID AGRICULTURAL SECTOR LOAN AGREEMENT WITH THE GOK. 

MWAI KIBAKI, MINISTER OF FINANCE, SIGNED FOR THE GOK. THE 
SIGNING CEREMONY WAS HELD WITHOUT MEDIA PUBLICITY AT THE 
MINISTER'S REQUEST IN KEEPING WITH THE GOK'S DECISION TO 
LOW KEY OFFICIAL ACTIVITIES IN THE PERIOD PRIOR TO THE 
BURIAL OF PRESIDENT KENYATTA. THE MINISTER, HOWEVER, 

ASKED ME TO JOIN HIM IN A PRESS CONFERENCE IN ABOUT TWO 
WEEKS TO GIVE PROPER PUBLICITY TO THIS IMPORTANT LOAN 
AGREEMENT WHICH IS CENTRAL TO THE DIRECTION OF THE NEXT 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

2. FOLLOWING THE SIGNING CEREMONY KIBAKI ASKED ME TO JOIN 
HIM IN HIS OFFICE FOR A BRIEF CHAT. IN THE COURSE OF OUR 
CONVERSATION HE ASSURED ME THAT EVERYTHING WAS HAPPENING 
THUS FAR ACCORDING TO PLAN SINCE THE DEATH OF THE PRESIDENT. 

HE INTIMATED THAT PRESIDENT KENYATTA HAD HIMSELF COUNSELED 
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THAT THE BUSINESS OF GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE PURSUED ON 
A NORMAL BASIS AFTER HIS PASSING AND DEFINITELY NO PREEMPTIVE 
SHOW OF FORCE SHOULD BE PERMITTED. WHILE NO DISTURBANCES 
ARE ANTICIPATED, IF SUCH DOES OCCUR AT SOME POINT DURING 
THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN FOLLOWING THE PERIOD OF MOURNING, 

THE USE OF FORCE MIGHT BE NECESSARY BUT SUCH A DECISION 
COULD ONLY BE TAKEN BY THE CABINET. 
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3. KIBAKI SAID THAT THE KANU PARTY CONGRESS WILL BE HELD 
AROUND THE FIRST WEEK IN OCTOBER. THE MOURNING PERIOD 

IS OFFICIALLY OVER ON SEPTEMBER 22 AND THE CONGRESS WILL BE HELD 

AROUND THE FIRST WEEK IN OCTOBER. THE MOURNING PERIOD 

IS OFFICIALLY OVER ON SEPTEMBER 22 AND THE CONGRESS COULD 

TAKE PLACE SHORTLY THEREAFTER, BUT IT IS BEING PUT OFF 

TO OCTOBER SO THAT THE NAIROBI SHOW CAN TAKE PLACE AT 

THE END OF SEPTEMBER AS SCHEDULED. MWAI CONFIDED HIS 

COMPLETE CONFIDENCE IN PRESIDENT MOI AND SAID HE WAS SURE 

MOI WOULD BE NOMINATED OVERWHELMINGLY BY KANU AND PROCLAIMED 

PRESIDENT. HE SAID QUOTE WE UNQUOTE HAVE 39 OF THE 

43 CHAPTERS OF KANU ALREADY COMMITTED TO MOL HE SAID 

AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY OF THE CABINET MINISTERS SUPPORT MOI 

AND THE PARLIAMENT IS NEARLY UNANIMOUSLY BEHIND MOI'S 

NOMINATION. DEBATE WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE CONGRESS. HE 

SAID, AND THERE ARE A COUPLE OF PEOPLE WHO ARE TRYING TO 

LINE UP SUPPORT FOR A CHALLENGE, BUT THE SUPPORT IS JUST 

NOT PRESENT. IN ANSWER TO MY QUESTION ON WHAT WILL ODINGA 

DO, HE SAID THAT HE IS QUOTE ALREADY ABOUT IN TOWN 

TRYING TO FEEL OUT A COUPLE OF CABINET MINISTERS UNQUOTE 

WHO MIGHT CHALLENGE MOI BUT HE (KIBAKI) DOESN'T FEEL THAT 

ODINGA S EFFORTS WILL SUCCEED. HE SAID THAT EVERY 

POLITICIAN, INCLUDING THOSE KIKUYUS WHO WOULD WANT TO 

CHALLENGE MOI, IS FULLY AWARE THAT OPEN AND ACTIVE 

SPONSORSHIP OF ODINGA WOULD RESULT IN CERTAIN DEFEAT. 
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SOME POLITICIANS DO HAVE SECRET CONTACTS WITH ODINGA, 

HE SAID, BUT ODINGA IS NO LONGER AN EFFECTIVE POLITICAL 
FORCE IN KENYA. 

4. COMMENT: DURING OUR CONVERSATION I TOOK EVERY 
OPPORTUNITY TO INDICATE TO KIBAKI THE COMPLETE CONFIDENCE 
THE USG HAS IN THE LEADERSHIP OF KENYA TO CARRY THROUGH 
ON THE SUCCESSION IN A FAIR AND LEGITIMATE FASHION AS 

LAID OUT IN THE CONSTITUTION. I STRESSED WHAT I BELIEVE 
TO BE THE PRINCIPAL THREAT TO AN ORDERLY SUCCESSION, 

NAMELY THE FAILURE OF THE LEADERSHIP TO ADHERE TO THE 
BASIC DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES AND OPEN SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT 
WHICH KENYATTA'S LEADERSHIP HAS PERMITTED TO EVOLVE AND 
WHICH THE CITIZENRY OF KENYA HAS NOW COME TO EXPECTM 
WE BOTH AGREED THAT ANY IMPROPER MOVE BY THE LEADERSHIP 
COULD BE SEIZED UPON BY ANY DISGRUNTLED FACTION TO 
DISCREDIT THE LEGITIMATE PROCEDURES GOVERNING SUCCESSION 
AND LEAD TO SERIOUS TROUBLE. I FEEL FAIRLY CONFIDENT 
THAT THE VAST MAJORITY OF KENYAN POLITICIANS IS 
COMMITTED TO A FAIR AND LEGITIMATE COMPETITION FOR 
POLITICAL LEADERSHIP IN THIS COUNTRY. 

LE MF.LLF. 
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